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in their homes; consequently, it is more important than ever that con-
sumers know their rights, understand the risks, and know to whom they
can turn for recourse.

While there are risks to home shopping, including unwanted solicitations,
ill-advised purchases, and failure to deliver items purchased, consumers
can protect themselves against these dangers by taking basic, commonsense
precautions. Home shoppers should ascertain the seller’s location and rep-
utation; give out personal information only if they know who is collecting
it, why it is being collected, and how it will be used; and report problems
that they cannot resolve with the vendor.

In order to protect consumers, the Federal Trade Commission, the Depart-
ment of Justice, the Consumer Federation of America, the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons, the National Association of Consumer Agency
Administrators, and the National Association of Attorneys General have
joined forces to inform Americans about their rights as home shoppers,
about merchant responsibilities, and about how to enjoy safely the benefits
of shopping from home. This information is available in writing, by tele-
phone, and on-line, helping to educate consumers about such issues as
how to stop unwanted telemarketing or mail-order solicitations and when
to provide private information to an on-line business.

I encourage all Americans to take advantage of this opportunity to learn
more about safe shopping from home. By becoming wise and well-informed
consumers, we can reduce the incidence of fraud and deception in the mar-
ketplace.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim February 14
through February 20, 2000, as National Consumer Protection Week. I call
upon government officials, industry leaders, consumer advocates, and the
American people to participate in programs promoting safe and reliable
shopping from home and to raise public awareness about the dangers of de-
ceptive and fraudulent practices targeting home shoppers.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day
of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7273 of February 16, 2000

To Facilitate Positive Adjustment to Competition From
Imports of Certain Steel Wire Rod

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
1. On July 12, 1999, the United States International Trade Commission
(USITC) transmitted to the President a report on its investigation under sec-
tion 202 of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the ‘‘Trade Act’’) (19 U.S.C.
2252), with respect to imports of certain steel wire rod provided for in sub-
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headings 7213.91, 7213.99, 7227.20 and 7227.90.60 of the Harmonized Tar-
iff Schedule of the United States (HTS). The USITC commissioners were
equally divided with respect to the determination required under section
202(b) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2252(b)) regarding whether such steel
wire rod is being imported into the United States in such increased quan-
tities as to be a substantial cause of serious injury, or threat of serious in-
jury, to the domestic industry producing a like or directly competitive arti-
cle.

2. Section 330(d)(1) of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (the ‘‘Tariff Act’’)
(19 U.S.C. 1330(d)(1)) provides that when the USITC is required to deter-
mine under section 202(b) of the Trade Act whether increased imports of
an article are a substantial cause of serious injury, or the threat thereof, and
the commissioners voting are equally divided with respect to such deter-
mination, then the determination agreed upon by either group of commis-
sioners may be considered by the President as the determination of the
USITC. Having reviewed the determinations of both groups of commis-
sioners, I have decided to consider the determination of the group of com-
missioners voting in the affirmative to be the determination of the USITC.

3. Pursuant to section 311(a) of the North American Free Trade Agreement
Implementation Act (the ‘‘NAFTA Implementation Act’’) (19 U.S.C.
3371(a)), the USITC made negative findings with respect to imports of steel
wire rod from Mexico and Canada. The USITC commissioners voting in the
affirmative also transmitted to the President their recommendations made
pursuant to section 202(e) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2252(e)) with respect
to the action that would address the serious injury or threat thereof to the
domestic industry and be most effective in facilitating the efforts of the do-
mestic industry to make a positive adjustment to import competition.

4. Pursuant to section 203 of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2253), and after tak-
ing into account the considerations specified in section 203(a)(2) of the
Trade Act, I have determined to implement action of a type described in
section 203(a)(3) and to provide exclusions for enumerated steel wire rod
products (‘‘excluded products’’). Pursuant to section 312(a) of the NAFTA
Implementation Act (19 U.S.C. 3372(a)), I have determined that imports of
steel wire rod from Mexico, considered individually, do not account for a
substantial share of total imports and do not contribute importantly to the
serious injury, or threat of serious injury, found by the USITC, and that im-
ports from Canada, considered individually, do not contribute importantly
to such injury or threat. Accordingly, pursuant to section 312(b) of the
NAFTA Implementation Act (19 U.S.C. 3372(b)), I have excluded steel wire
rod the product of Mexico or Canada from the action I am taking under
section 203 of the Trade Act.

5. Such action shall take the form of a tariff-rate quota on imports of steel
wire rod (other than excluded products), provided for in HTS subheadings
7213.91, 7213.99, 7227.20 and 7227.90.60, imposed for a period of 3 years
plus 1 day, with annual increases in the within-quota quantities and an-
nual reductions in the rate of duty applicable to goods entered in excess
of those quantities in the second and third years, as provided for in the
Annex to this proclamation.

6. Except for products of Mexico and of Canada, which shall all be ex-
cluded from this restriction, such tariff-rate quota shall apply to imports of
steel wire rod from all countries. Pursuant to section 203(a)(1)(A) of the
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Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2253(a)(1)(A)), I have further determined that this ac-
tion will facilitate efforts by the domestic industry to make a positive ad-
justment to import competition and provide greater economic and social
benefits than costs.

7. Section 604 of the Trade Act, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2483), authorizes
the President to embody in the HTS the substance of the relevant provi-
sions of that Act, and of other acts affecting import treatment, and actions
thereunder, including the removal, modification, continuance, or imposi-
tion of any rate of duty or other import restriction.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, acting under the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United States of America, including but not lim-
ited to sections 203 and 604 of the Trade Act, do proclaim that:

(1) In order to establish a tariff-rate quota on imports of steel wire rod
(other than excluded products), classified in HTS subheadings 7213.91,
7213.99, 7227.20 and 7227.90.60, subchapter III of chapter 99 of the HTS
is modified as provided in the Annex to this proclamation.

(2) Such imported steel wire rod that is the product of Mexico or of Can-
ada shall be excluded from the tariff-rate quota established by this procla-
mation, and such imports shall not be counted toward the tariff-rate quota
limits that trigger the over-quota rates of duty.

(3) I hereby suspend, pursuant to section 503(c)(1) of the Trade Act (19
U.S.C. 2463(c)(1)), duty-free treatment for steel wire rod the product of ben-
eficiary countries under the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) (Title
V of the Trade Act, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2461–2467)); pursuant to section
213(e)(1) of the Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery Act, as amended
(CBERA) (19 U.S.C. 2703(e)(1)), duty-free treatment for steel wire rod the
product of beneficiary countries under that Act (19 U.S.C. 2701–2707); pur-
suant to section 204(d)(1) of the Andean Trade Preference Act, as amended
(ATPA)(19 U.S.C. 3203(d)(1)), duty-free treatment for steel wire rod the
product of beneficiary countries under that Act (19 U.S.C. 3201–3206); and
pursuant to section 403(a) of the Trade and Tariff Act of 1984 (19 U.S.C.
2112 note), duty-free treatment for steel wire rod the product of Israel
under the United States-Israel Free Trade Area Implementation Act of 1985
(the ‘‘IFTA Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2112 note), to the extent necessary to apply
the tariff-rate quota to those products, as specified in the Annex to this
proclamation.

(4) During each of the first three quarters of a quota year, any articles
subject to the tariff-rate quota that are entered, or withdrawn from ware-
house for consumption, in excess of one-third of the annual within-quota
quantity for that quota year (as specified in the Annex to this proclamation)
shall be subject to the over-quota rate of duty then in effect. During the
fourth quarter of a quota year, any articles subject to the tariff-rate quota
that are entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, in excess
of the remaining quantity of the annual within-quota quantity for that quota
year shall be subject to the over-quota rate of duty then in effect. The re-
maining quantity shall be determined by subtracting the total quantity of
goods entered at the in-quota rate during the first three quarters of the
quota year from the annual within-quota quantity for that quota year.
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(5) Effective at the close of March 1, 2003, or at the close of the date
which may earlier be proclaimed by the President as the termination of the
import relief set forth in the Annex to this proclamation, the suspension
of duty-free treatment under the GSP, the CBERA, the ATPA and the IFTA
Act shall terminate, unless otherwise provided in such later proclamation,
and qualifying goods the product of beneficiary countries or of Israel en-
tered under such programs shall again be eligible for duty-free treatment.

(6) Effective at the close of March 1, 2004, or such other date that is one
year from the close of this relief, the U.S. note and tariff provisions estab-
lished in the Annex to this proclamation shall be deleted from the HTS.

(7) Any provisions of previous proclamations and Executive orders that
are inconsistent with the actions taken in this proclamation are superseded
to the extent of such inconsistency.

(8) The modifications to the HTS made by this proclamation, including
the Annex hereto, shall be effective with respect to goods entered, or with-
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after March 1, 2000, and
shall continue in effect as provided in the Annex to this proclamation, un-
less such actions are earlier expressly modified or terminated.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of February, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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